
Grace Family 

- Galatians 4v21-31 

 

Two Families 

An ‘allegory’ is a story with a deeper spiritual meaning. 

 

Abraham had a son with the slave woman H_______ who was called I__________. 
 

And Abraham had a son with the free woman S_______ who was called I_______. 

The two women or the two families represent two different ways of how we can relate to God. v24 
 

Hagar represents salvation by w_______ and Sarah represents salvation by g________. 

 

Which family am I part of? 

 

 

Two ways to live 

There are two ways we can relate to God. 

 

- relying on my performance 

God had promised Abraham that he would have a Son, but what was the problem? 

 

 

What did Abraham do to ‘fix’ the problem? Genesis 16v1-2, 4, 15 

 

 

Abraham thought he could force the promise of blessing by having a son with another woman. 

Rather than trusting in the p___________ of God, Abraham was putting his f______ in himself. He was relying  
 

on his own p___________. 

 

 

- trusting in God’s promise 

Despite Abrahams failures, what did God do for Abraham and Sarah? Genesis 21v1-3 

 

 

Salvation can never be forced by our ability; it is always a s________________ work of God. 
 

It is always d____________ on God’s grace. Relying not on self but trusting in God’s promise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Two paths to follow 

There are two ways our lives will go. 

 

- performance leads to slavery 

When God rescued Israel out of Egypt he brought them to Mount Sinai and gave them his law. 

In summary the law said: 

If you fully o____ the Lord your God all these b__________ will come on you. 
 

If you do n_____ obey the Lord your God All these c_______ will come on you.  

Deuteronomy 28v1-2, 15  

 

The law demands that we obey e____________ all of the time. 
 

There is no room for f__________ it demands perfection! 

 

As Evangelist said to Christian:  

‘Mr law can’t free you from your burden – he’s just a great cheat!’ 

 

 

- faith leads to freedom 

Why was Sarah even though she was past the age of having children, able to have a child? Hebrews 11v11  

 

We look in f_______ to Jesus Christ who obeyed the law p__________ for us and s__________ the blessings 

for us.  

We receive his acceptance and enjoy his blessing, Not because we are f____________ but because we rest in 

the f_____________ of God.  

 

 

Two life-shaping outcomes 

The path we follow will get worked out in our lives. 

 

- a life of slavery leads to unrest 

The true account of Sarah and Hagar is filled with unrest. 

What was Sarah’s response to Hagar? Genesis 21v9-10 

 

 

When we rely on our performance we end up in slavery and more than that we reap b________ relationships 

filled with b___________. 

 

- a life of freedom leads to peace. 

When you are at peace with God you are at peace with others. 

Instead of having to p_________ yourself to God you become a p_______________. 

 

If you rely on your own performance, you will be crushed with a life of slavery and will reap relationships of 

unrest. 



One way in  

The way to be part of the family of grace is by grace. 

 

- Grace is given to those who fail 

Isreal are in Exile because of their sin and failure. How does God respond to their failure? 

 

 

God d__________ in giving grace to f_________. 

 

 

- Grace is received by those who are weak. 

What was Sarah’s situation like, and how did God respond? 

 

‘The empty wisdom of human religion proclaims: God helps those who help themselves. 

The Gospel of grace says: God helps those who not only can’t help themselves, they don’t even want to.’ 

 

Grace is not for those who think they have it together, it’s received by those who know they are w_____ and 

b_________. 

 

 

- Grace is effective in those who believe  

What God spoke to Israel, what he spoke to Sarah he speaks to us. 

 

How was Mary seen in the eyes of the world? 

 

 

What did God do through Mary? 

 

 

God’s grace works through the weak and broken, through the hopeless and helpless.  

By God’s grace he works through us to extend and grow the family of God. 

 

 

 

 


