
Grace Direction 
- Galatians 4v8-20 

 
Wrong Direction! 
 
How does Paul feel about the Christians he is writing to? v11, 20 
 
 
What is the big theme of Chapter 4v8-20? 
Having started with Christ, we are either turning back to a W_______ R____________, or we are looking  
 

forward to a C_______ F________. 
 
 
Turning Back to a works religion 
 
It’s possible to ________ with grace and then to ___________ from grace. 1v6-7a; 3v3 
 
Grace is the truth that God has accepted you fully and completely, not due to anything you could ever do, but 
solely through what Jesus Christ has already done. This grace is not a pay-out that God grants to winners. It’s a 
one-way love that’s not based on anything we have done, can do or will do. It’s not even a reward that God 
hands out to those who choose him. It is God’s wonderful acceptance of us not because we have earned it or 
deserved it but because he gives it to us freely at Christ’s expense. 
 
The gospel is always a d______________ of what God has done for you and our only right response is f______. 
 
We turn back to: 
 
Weak and miserable forces v9 
 
What are these ‘weak and miserable principles’?  
 

It’s living a p________________ based life. 
If I do this then God will love me, accept me and bless me. 
But if I fail and mess up God will punish me and reject me. 
 
 
What is the problem with a ‘works religion’? 
 

It can’t s_________ you and it never s___________ you. 
 
 
Slavery v8 
 
Before turning to Christ in faith we were enslaved to a life of _____________.  
 
If we go back to ‘weak and miserable forces’ we are going back to s_________. 
 
Turning back to performance is like going to God and saying: 
 
I’m your S_____ but make me a s________ with no rights or privileges. 
Give me fear not joy; Give me worry not assurance; Give me guilt not freedom. 



Looking forward to a Christ formation 
 
Rather than turn back to a works religion we look forward to being changed into Christ-likeness. 
 
God’s desire for us is that we would be s__________ and m_________ into his likeness. 
 
Christ being formed in us is like c_____________ v19b 
 
Three things we need if we are to be formed into Christ-likeness. 
 
 
Christ-centred preaching  
What did Paul preach when he came? v13 
 
 
What does Paul preach after they become Christians? v16 
 
 
The only way we will be formed into the likeness of Christ is to preach Christ. 
 

The gospel is for u______________ and it is also for b___________. 
 
A church that does not keep Christ and the gospel of his grace as the focus will only cause people to turn back  
 

to a works religion. Rather than be formed into the l___________ of Christ we will d_______ from Christ. 
 
 
Christ-like service 
What kind of attitude did Paul have when he first went to Galatia? v12 
 
 
In what ways did Paul suffer? v13, 15, 6v1 
 
 
What happened because Paul was willing to suffer? 
 

God uses times of s____________ to conform his people into his l___________. 
 
 
Christ-glorifying ministry 
 
What were the false teachers like: 
Rather than have people who become like C________, they want people who become like t_______! 
Instead of making Christs name famous they want their own name to be famous. 
 
Is my service in the church about making my name great? 
Is my desire that Christ is formed in you? 
 
If it’s all about me then we will turn people back to a works religion. 
If it’s all about Christ and his glory, we will lead each other to a Christ formation. 
 
 


