
Living in a Fallen World  

Wise Living – Ecclesiastes 9v13-11v6 

 

Wisdom Saves! 

Our struggle with Covid 19 is just a glimpse of what it’s like to live in a fallen world. 

Life is a ‘Breath!’ 

Life is f_______________. Things don’t work the way we expect them to. 
 

Life is t_______________. Our hopes and dreams are destroyed by death. 

 

The Teacher keeps reminding us we need wisdom – because wisdom saves. 

Chapter 9v13 to chapter 11v6 is one long section giving us wisdom for life. 

We are going to focus on the beginning and the end. 

 

A parable of life 

What is the main point of the parable in 9v13-16? 

It’s not about s___________ and power, it’s not about w__________ and status. Wisdom s________. 

 

How do people respond to the wise man of the parable? v16  

 

 

Where do we find wisdom? 

 

 

Wisdom is living humbly 

What are the three things that the teacher says we don’t know? 

 

Look up We don’t know….. In what way might this change how you think about life? 

 

11v2 (10v14) 

 

  

 

11v5 (8v17) 

 

  

 

11v6 (9v11) 

 

  

 

What is the big message from the teacher? 

 

 

Summary: 

Wisdom is being humble before our creator. God is in heaven we are on earth. 

Our life is in his hands and God will do what pleases him. 



Wisdom is living freely 

We only have one life, and God has shown us that we should live our lives freely. 

 

Free from fear 

What is the main implication of verse 5? 

The implication is: God is in sovereign c____________, God is the supreme c_____________. 

 

How should this make we think about the future? 

 

 

How can we change our worry and anxiety about the future? 

R____________. Stop trying to play God with your life. Turn from the lie that you can be God. 

F____________. Trust the one who made you and sustains the universe.  

Let God be God – He’s good at it! 

 

Free to invest 

If God is in control and I don’t need to fear how should I view my possessions and resources? 

 

 

What tends to happen if we keep waiting for the ‘right time’ to give or share our resources? v4 

 

 

If we don’t use what God has given us what could happen? v2 

 

 

Free to serve 

The instruction of verse 6 is not - Don’t do anything, rather serve all the more! 

Life is not measured by how well you have done or how badly you have done, it’s not about S__________ or 

F_______________ it’s about S______________. 

 

What does God say about retirement? 

 

 

Summary: 

You only have one life and tomorrow it might be taken from you. 

So stop trying to control your days. Don’t wait for the right time. Invest and Serve. Live your life freely. 

 

Wisdom is Christ 

What similarities do you see between the poor man in the parable (9v13-16) and:  

(i) What Christ came to do? v15 

(ii) How people respond to Christ? v16 

 

Think about: 

How does the cross of Christ motivate you to invest in God’s Kingdom and serve God’s King? 


