
Living Life in a Fallen World 

 Learning to Listen, Learning to Fear - Ecclesiastes 5v1-7 

 

Fool! 

Are you a fool? 

 

Being a fool does not imply that you are stupid. In fact, you can be well educated, you can be very successful 

and still be a fool. A fool is someone who stops l____________ to God and a fool is someone who does not 

f______ God. 

 

What does the Teacher tell us we should do if we are to live life in a fallen world? v1, v7  

 

 

What are the key words from Moses to the people? Deuteronomy 31v12-13 

 

 

 

Listen to God 

The central and foundational theme all the way through scripture is: God S__________, We L__________. 

 

(i) Prepare your heart 

What are some of the ‘religious practices’ we might do to please God?  

 

 

God is only interested in the right kind of sacrifice – what is the right sacrifice? Look at Psalm 51v16-17 

 

 

(ii) Humble before the word 

We are all great at giving God advice – we just can’t help ourselves! 

What are some of the things we might tell or want God to do? 

 

 

 

Verse 2 tells us the right way to approach God. 

P________ puts our self in the place of the creator. H___________ remembers our place before the creator. 

 

What does Isaiah say our life is like and what God’s word is like (Isaiah 40v7-8): 

Our life = 

God’s word =  

 

The prophet Isaiah reminds us: ‘These are the ones I look on with favour: those who are humble and contrite in 

spirit, and who tremble at my word.’ Isaiah 66v2 

 

Don’t be foolish! O_______ your b__________ and hear God’s word. 



Fear God 

Fearing God = 

‘The Fear of God is the fear that compels or powerfully produces adoration and love. It is the fear which consists 

in awe, reverence, honour and worship, and all these on the highest level of exercise.’ 

 

(i) Obey God’s word  

Making vows or promises to God is serious. What we say we will do, we must do. 

God’s commands are not up for discussion. God’s word is not to be j___________ by us but o_________ by us. 

 

Why is listening to God’s word not enough? 

 

 

 

(ii) Second Submit to God’s word 

Obedience is hard and difficult.  

What is your response when you read a command from God but don’t like it? 

 

 

Give one practical reason why I should submit to God’s word? 

 

 

 

If I disobey God’s commands, if I do not submit to God’s commands, what does that say about my attitude 

towards God?  

 

 

Lots of words to God, making excuses and reasoning are signs of a f______. 

 

 

To Think about: 

‘The only right response is that of affectionate reverence, by which the child of God bends himself humbly and 

carefully to his Fathers law.’ 

 


