
Living Life in a Fallen World 

 Living in the light of Death – Ecclesiastes 9v1-12 

 

Life Reflections 

Do you ever plan time to stop and think?  

The Teacher wants us to stop and think about L_________ and the W___________ we live in. 

 

 

Read the closing lines of William Henleys poem Invictus: 

I am the master of my fate; I am the captain of my soul.  

Who does the teacher say is the master and captain of our life? v1 

 

 

 

What does the teacher say we know about our future and what to expect? v1  

 

 

 

There are three things we need to think about. 

 

First Death is unavoidable 

What is the destiny of every person? v2 & 3 

 

 

Death has no f___________!  

Its job is to take, steal and rob the one thing we all treasure – L______! 

 

Read the following verses: 2v16; 3v19; 7v2 

What do they all have in common, what is their message? 

 

 

Why do you think the teacher keeps telling us this? 

 

 

Second Death is unpredictable 

Can you give any examples of things you predict or expect to happen: 

Tomorrow - 

Next week - 

In a years time -  

 

What examples does the teacher give to show that life is unpredictable? v11 

 

Life – most of the time – does not go as we expect. So it is with D______.  

It’s not only unavoidable, it is also unpredictable. 



Verse 12 tells us: ‘No one knows when their hour will come.’  

What do you think this means?  

 

 

Do you think that you are in control of your life? What does the teacher tell us in 8v7-8a? 

 

 

Think about: 

Reading Ecclesiastes is like being hit in the face with a bucket of icy cold water. 

The purpose is to wake us up and live our life in the light of death. 

 

Third Life is preparation 

When we are dead, there is nothing we can do to change our life. It’s too late! It’s gone. It’s over! (v4-5) 

Therefore, we must use our life t___________ to prepare for our death t____________ 

 

What does the teacher say we should do to prepare ourselves for the future? v7 

 

 

The Teacher not only likes walking around graveyards, he loves going to restaurants! 

If he’s not talking about death, he’s talking about food and drink. 

Read the following verses: 2v24; 3v13; 5v18; 8v15 

What do they tell us to do? 

 

 

Eating and Drinking is a sign that D___________ will one day be D_____________. 

 

The prophet Isaiah promises that a feast will take place (Isaiah 25vv6-8) 

What is the ‘shroud’ and the ‘sheet’ referring to in Isaiah 25v7? 

 

What is the feast celebrating? Isaiah 25v7-8 

 

 

When will this happen? In the fullness of time God would send his son the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Feasting for Jesus was a sign that death would be defeated, because that is what he came to do. 

How would Jesus destroy death? 

 

 

Jesus knew he would die. Jesus knew he would rise. And Jesus knew that he would come again. 

So we eat and drink and we remember. We look forward to the day when we will eat and drink with the Lord 

Jesus in his eternal kingdom. 

  

 

Think about: 

We have one life – use it to prepare for your death. 


